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["As of this writing, China is in a state of euphoria over the success of its manned spaceflight of Shenzhou V (Shenzhou means ‘magical vessel’). For China’s political and scientific leadership, joining Russia and the United States in the manned space club is not only a display of the nation’s growing technological prowess but also a further vindication of its high-tech development strategy. It is in this sense that Feigenbaum’s book is timely in describing China’s high-tech trajectory, and especially the roles played by the strategic weaponeers, in the past half century. The main contribution of the book is its focus on technonationalism in China’s high-tech development. Concerning the complex dimensions of both national economic well-being and national security, technonationalism claims that competition among modern nation states is basically one of technology. Technology is seen as a critical determinant of the rise and fall of major powers. Because of its decisive role in world power politics, technology becomes a precious commodity and a secret weapon that a nation is not supposed to share with foreign nations, especially those potential competitors. Therefore, technonationalists tend to restrict the transfer of technology, particularly high technology, between nations in assuming that the economic power generated by technological advance can also be converted into military power."]
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